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1. Novartis Makes Changes to Pharmaceutical Division
Novartis has announced changes to its Pharmaceuticals Division by creating two business units:
Novartis Pharmaceuticals and Novartis Oncology. These business units will form the Innovative
Medicines Division at Novartis. The new structure reflects the importance of oncology to Novartis
following the successful integration of the oncology assets acquired from GlaxoSmithKline in
2015. Read More

2. BMS Completes $280 Million Expansion at Biologics Facility
BristolMyers Squibb has completed a expansion at its Devens, Massachusetts biologics facility. The
$280 million project adds two new buildings: a Biologics Development Building, for designing
processes for the early production of investigational medicines, and a Clinical Manufacturing
Building, where investigational medicines will be produced to support clinical trials. Both are new
capabilities for the Devens site, which had previously focused solely on largescale, bulk biologics
manufacturing. Read More

3. Biogen Inks $2 Billion Gene Therapy Deal with Penn
Biogen has announced a broad collaboration and alliance with the University of Pennsylvania to
advance gene therapy and gene editing technologies in a deal valued up to $2 billion. Penn will
provide its genetherapy resources and expertise to develop therapeutic candidates using both
existing and newly developed adenoassociated virus genedelivery vectors and will also aid in
developing new manufacturing approaches needed to support commercialization of genetherapy
products. Read More

4. Sanofi Files Premerger Notification in Move to Acquire Medivation
Sanofi has filed for premerger notification with the US Department of Justice's Antitrust Division and
the US Federal Trade Commission regarding its intention to acquire the biopharmaceutical company,
Medivation. Sanofi had proposed to acquire Medivation for $9.3 billion in late April and reiterated its
interest again in early May, moves that Medivation has thus far rejected. Read More

5. Pfizer To Acquire Anacor Pharmaceuticals for $5.2 Billion
Pfizer has agreed to acquire Anacor Pharmaceuticals, a biopharmaceutical company developing and
commercializing smallmolecule drugs from a boron chemistry platform, for $5.2 billion. Read More

6. Mylan to Acquire Renaissance in $1 Billion Deal To Boost Topicals Business
Mylan has agreed to acquire the nonsterile, topicalsfocused specialty and generics business of
Renaissance Acquisition Holdings for $950 million in cash plus additional contingent payments of up
to $50 million. The business provides Mylan with approximately 25 branded and generic topical
products, a pipeline of approximately 25 products, and a US sales and marketing infrastructure
targeting dermatologists. Read More

7. Roche Joins ImmunoOncology Market with FDA Approval of Atezolizumab
Roche has joined the commercial race in the immunooncology market following the granting of

accelerated approval by the FDA for Tecentriq (atezolizumab), a drug to treat bladder cancer. Roche
joins the now commercial leaders in the immunooncology market: BristolMyers Squibb with Opdivo
(nivolumab) and Merck & Co. with Keytruda (pembrolizumab). Read More

8. J&J, HP Form 3D Printing Technology Pact for Healthcare
Ushering in a new era, Johnson & Johnson has formed a collaboration between Johnson & Johnson
Services, Inc. and a subsidiary of HP Inc. focused on using 3D printing technologies to create better
healthcare outcomes. In the near term, the collaboration will focus on the personalization of
instrumentation and software for patientspecific healthcare devices. Read More

9. EMA Issues Annual Report
The European Medicines Agency has published its 2015 annual report to highlight its key activities
and goals. In 2015, the agency recommended marketing authorization for 93 medicines for human
use, which included 39 new active substances, and 14 medicines for veterinary use, including seven
new active substances. Read More

10.US Launches National Microbiome Initiative
The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy, in collaboration with federal agencies and
privatesector stakeholders, has launched the National Microbiome Initiative (NMI). The NMI aims to
advance understanding of microbiomes for developing applications in healthcare, food production,
and environmental restoration. Read More
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